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President's Message
By Richard Leach

In last month's message I stated that our rent and common area costs have gone 
up about $2,000 per month from a year ago. This figure is actually $3,000 per 
month.  The added 199er and 299er games and increased attendance overall 
have helped to offset this increase.  Sally Pelmear has brought many new 
members and bridge players into our Club.  Sally is a fantastic bridge teacher 
and adds so much to our Club.
 
Bridge etiquette: We have had some complaints concerning “snapping” cards 
when picking them up or playing them.  Are YOU doing this?  Please stop!

In the 99er games, we have several very slow players that are causing log jams.
Is this YOU?  Please get to the next table quickly, get your cards out and sorted, 
and be ready to bid when it's your turn.  No postmortems!  Move on...
 
New Improvements: 

A new timer clock for the other side of our Bridge room 
has been installed.  This will really help the Directors when 
each side plays a different amount of Boards.  Listen for Your 
clock.

A new dealing machine has been purchased and will soon be 
in use.   We can now have Hand Records for any and all games 
to help improve our game.  It will also speed up the start of 
games.  I can promise you that it will not create more difficult 
hands compared to when we deal the hands just before 
playing...  

See you at the tables.



Membership
By Sandy Busby

Awards
(Awards are usually a month behind.)

Congratulations to those earning new ACBL rankings.

May
Junior Master: (5 MPs)
Jean Boukai, Anita Nadel, Jonae Pereira, Kitty Viele
Club Master: (20 MPs)
Evelyn Crook, Richard Lee, Joseph O'Brien, Irwin Rosenfeld Patricia Siegel
Sectional Master: (50 MPs) 
Jess Herrera
NABC Master: (100 MPs)
Sharon Forlund
Life Master: (300 MPs)
Kathy Braeuig, Sharon Rippy, Marie Tanner
Bronze Life Master: (500 MPs)
Cathy Cram, Stanley Sirott
Silver Life Master:  (1000 MPs)
Bill Perdue

New Master Point certificates have been made and are posted on the Bulletin Board; old certificates 
are in the upright plastic containers on the front counter for you to take home.

Happy Birthday – June Birthdays
Bob Albert, Carol Arnold, George Bartunek, Fran Blattner, Lionel Dreeben, Ann Engle, 

Karen Fakouri, Reggie Feuille, Fran Foresta, Bart Friedberg, Dede Gansel, Carol Kewell, 

Diane Krasner, Bernice Lacher, Julie Lee, Janet Lee-Thorp, Roberta Ludwig, Barbara 

Martin, Anne Fettel, Ken McClymonds, Kathie Murtey, Janice Neary, Carol Newhouse, 

Jonae Pereira, Barbara Pierce, Jennifer Porter, Janice Reckinger, Dorothy Redwood, Ron 

Rudderow, Carolyn Sandore, Gale Senter, Jim Shapiro, Ken Slagle, Larry Spanier, Diane 

Velick, Phil White , and John Winslow.

Please contact Sandy Busby for any additions, etc. to our birthday lists – sandbuz@aol.com.  (Be 

sure to check the list kept on the food counter as well.)

New Members
Welcome new members:  Norma Cedarstrom, Dianna Hoffman, Gina Royalty,and transferees 
Linda and John Jonas. 
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Game Calendar
July 2009

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
9:30 Easy 
Bridge II

12:30 Open & 
99'er Games

6:30 Charity 
Swiss Teams

  

2
12:30 Open & 
299’er Games

3
12:30 Open & 
99’er Games
4th of July
Celebration - 
Special Game 
& Lunch

7:00 No Game

4
12:30 No Game 

5 6
112:30 Open 
& 299'er 
Games

7:00 Easy 
Bridge III+

7
12:30 Open & 
299’er Games

8
9:30 Easy 
Bridge II

12:30 Open & 
99'er Games

6:30 Charity 
Swiss Teams

9
12:30 Open & 
299’er Games

10
12:30 Open & 
99’er Games

7:00 Charity 
Open Game

11
11:45 Free 
Lesson
12:30 Charity 
Open & NLM
Games

12 13
12:30 Open & 
299'er Games

7:00 Easy 
Bridge III+

14
12:30 Open & 
299’er Games

15
9:30 Easy 
Bridge II

12:30 Open & 
99'er Games

6:30 Charity 
Swiss Teams

16
12:30 Swiss 
Team Games
Open & NLM

17
12:30 Open & 
99’er Games

7:00 Charity 
Open Game

18
12:30 No Game 

19
1:00 Unit 
Game 2

20
12:30 Open & 
299'er Games

7:00 Easy 
Bridge III+

------------------ 

21
12:30 Open & 
299’er Games

--District 22/23

22
9:30 Easy 
Bridge II

12:30 Open & 
99'er 

6:30 Charity 
Swiss Teams
-------StaC-------

23
12:30 Open & 
299’er Games

Week------------- 

24
12:30 Open & 
99’er Games

7:00 Charity 
Open Game

--------------------

25
11:45 Free 
Lesson
12:30 Charity 
Open Game
12:30 Special 
Mentor/ Mentee 
Games 

26
1:00 Charity 
Swiss Team 
Game

27
12:30 Open & 
299'er Games

7:00 Easy 
Bridge III+

28
12:30 Open & 
299’er Games

29
9:30 Easy 
Bridge II

12:30 Open & 
99'er 

6:30 Charity 
Swiss Teams

30
12:30 Open & 
299’er Games

31
12:30 Open & 
99’er Games

7:00 Charity 
Open Game
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Regular Daily Game Schedule

Monday 12:30 PM Open & 299'er Stratified Games
Monday Eve. 7:00 PM Easybridge
Tuesday 12:30 PM Open & 299'er Stratified Games
Wednesday Morn. 9:30 AM Easybridge
Wednesday 12:30 PM Open & 99'er Stratified Games
Wednesday Eve. 6:30 PM Swiss Teams Charity Game
Thursday          12:30 PM Open & 299'er Stratified Games
Thursday* 12:30 PM Open & NLM Charity Swiss Teams – 

3rd Thursday USUALLY  
Friday 12:30 PM Open & 99'er Stratified Games
Friday Eve.**   7:00 PM Open Stratified Charity Game

            Saturday** 12:30PM Open Stratified Charity Game
2nd Saturday – Additional NLM Game

Sunday* 1:00 PM 3rd Sunday USUALLY - Unit Game
5th Sunday – Special Unit Game
4th Sunday USUALLY – SWISS Teams
Charity Game

Notes on the Regular Daily Schedule
*Be sure to check the website for any date changes.
**These games are sometimes canceled for local tournaments. Be sure to check the website for any 
cancellations.

A light lunch is provided for all games.

Website – When you access our web address, the main page has a listing of Special Events for the 
current and next month these are not the regular daily schedule.  There are links on the page to the 
Regular Daily Schedule.
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New Items
(New Items are announcements or notes of interest not appearing in other parts of the Newsletter that will usually 
appear one time.)

Friday Night Bonanza
Special free plays are now awarded for playing Friday nights.  If you play (and pay) for 3 Friday 
nights in any one month, you get a free play to be used on any Friday night within 45 days.  Ginnie 
gave out several free plays this past Friday night for our first month of bonanza.  Such a deal!

North American Pairs
North American Pairs (NAP) is a special game held at the Spring National.  Next Spring, 2010, it 
will be in Reno.  In order to play at the National level, you must qualify at the Unit and then District 
levels.  This process is similar to GNT (Grand National Teams) which are held at the Summer 
National.  We will be having Club NAP qualifiers in August – look for upcoming dates.  Whether 
you plan to go to Reno for the National or not, you can play in these games and get sectionally rated 
50/50 red/black points.

Your Board is Wrestling
Your Board meets regularly to wrestle with the mundane problems of keeping the club running 
smoothly - it’s an all volunteer organization, so we all need to make sure we cooperate with them, 
and the many wonderful people who help them, those who are visible and those behind the scenes.

One item of current wrestling is WATER…  We have experts who tell us that drinking water is 
essential, so, we’ve got a vending machine which dispenses bottles of water (for a price) and, we’ve 
got a refrigerator with a water line, and there’s even an ice machine which allows a cup to be placed 
underneath so ice can flow from the freezer into the cup.  
But, here’s the problem. Sometimes a person has his/her cup underneath the ice, thinks that’s 
enough ice and removes the cup, BUT…the ice is still flowing, so, it just keeps coming and goes on 
the floor.  Now the floor has one or more ice cubes and is wet.  Do all people who face this situation 
go take a paper towel and remove the ice pieces and dry the floor?  Sadly, the answer is no. 
Because the floor right there often has pieces of ice, and often is wet, THIS IS DANGEROUS and, 
the Board cannot allow this to continue.

So, the Board is wrestling with solutions but, in the meantime, the Board has directed that the ice 
machine be turned off.   Sorry, even though ice is a wonderful thing to have in a cup of water, the 
club can’t afford the danger this luxury of ice in the water brings.  So, DO NOT GO INTO THE 
FREEZER COMPARTMENT OF THE UNIT as there is no ice in there either. There is no ice!

We’re told, and we’ve verified that the water that flows is cold…all by itself.  Thanks for 
understanding.  Please be assured that before the Board takes actions, there has been discussion, 
hours and hours of discussion, plus hundreds of emails and a sincere attempt to reach a conclusion 
that achieves a desired result.  But when it comes to safety, the Board does not have the luxury of a 
50/50 finesse. We play it IMP style and take the SAFETY PLAY.

Our club has purchased a machine that will deal out cards for us.  What has this world come to 
when we can’t even deal our own cards?  

Yes, this is progress.  We can now have Hand Records for any and all games to help improve our 
game.  It will also speed up the start of games.
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Card Snapping
Card snapping is annoying, rude, loud and most of all bad bridge etiquette.  Instead of bending the 
card corner and snapping it on the table, try picking up the card and gently placing it on the table. 
If you are not aware that you are snapping the cards, please take the 'news' with good manners. 
Everyone at your table and in the room thank you in advance for being courteous and considerate.
(This is being reprinted in the hope that this annoying habit will go away...)

Remember, too, the Director can penalize you for this 'breech of etiquette” after one warning.

So You Want to Play North
Playing North has its responsibilities; one of them is to score.  Many Norths have been getting lazy 
and not putting all the information on travelers and pick-up slips.  To refresh your memories please 
be sure to use the format shown in these examples:  3NE+3, 4HN-1, 5DWx-1.  Everyone looks at 
the score and wants to see how a contract was made and who played it.  It also helps to see if the 
score is correct.  Additionally, except for Swiss scoring, please use pencil as many errors do occur 
(even by you!).

Need a Partner?
Fausta Vitali is the Open game partnership coordinator.  When you need a partner contact her at 
fausta1@cox.net or 497-2370.  For the 299ers, there is a new partnership coordinator, Marcia 
Holland at 949-496-2073.  (Thanks to Ann Rolbin for all her past efforts.)  If you can't find one of 
them, call the other and they will try to help you out.  If that fails, for some games, you can call the 
Director or come with no partner.  These special games are:  Friday evening or Saturday afternoon 
games, you can come without a partner.  For the Wednesday evening and Sunday Swiss games, call 
the Director.

Director!
By Jacob Weisberg
 
Nothing sounds more ominous or terrifying to me than the call for the Director at a bridge club.  I 
can even take down three, doubled, vulnerable for minus 800 far easier than the call for a Director.  

So, I consulted my shrink.  Permit me to share some of his words of wisdom. (First, let me ALERT 
you that my shrink is not a bridge player.  I know some of you will now disregard everything he 
says. After all, how good a shrink can he be if he doesn’t participate in this wondrous game we 
cherish - but, for better or worse, I pay his bills, so even if you won’t take his advice, I will.) 
Actually, he quoted President Roosevelt (FDR), when, some 68 years ago (wow) our President said, 
“We have nothing to fear but fear itself.”  My shrink figures if that could work for an entire nation, 
it could certainly work for one person, me….

“What’s the worst the Director will do?” he asked.  Well, if I led out of turn….that’s not good, but 
I’ll still be allowed to play the rest of the game, and it might hurt our partnership on this one 
board…but it’s not the entire game.  If I’ve bid out of turn…also not good….but only this one 
board.  Revoked?  A different penalty but still only this one board…

Those are not my problems because they’re all cut and dried, but what panics me is the Director 
call, when I sometimes don’t even know why the Director is being called.  Opponents now claim 
my partner made a bid out of tempo or someone places a Stop card on the table and my partner 
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didn't take the required 10 seconds to bid (is there anyone who carries a stopwatch?).  It’s not that 
my partner passes in less than 10 seconds, no, my partner needs more than 10 seconds to digest this 
bid and then decides to pass.  Does anybody really know how long it took?  Is 10 seconds both the 
least and the most that he has to make his bidding decision? 

Why am I writing all this? Well, it turns out that in some conversations I’ve had with others, I’m not 
the only one who gets this feeling of discomfiture when a Director is called - so, at least all of us 
will know we’re not in this alone.  And, who knows, maybe it’s time for us to unite and form an 
organization, “Players Helping Ourselves Navigate In Embroiled  Situations,” and we can even 
wear T-Shirts with the acronym of our organization printed for all to see, “PHONIES.”  

I feel so much better now.  Hope you do too...
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Special Items
(Special Items will be recurring themes but may not be included in every Newsletter.)

From the Directors
Thursday, July 16th is Swiss Teams  – Judy Elbogen

Points of Fact:

Claim or not Claim?  Claiming IS part of the game and you should get in the habit of claiming.
Having said that, you should be VERY CAREFUL when you claim.  

How to claim?  You expose your cards and MUST 

State Your Line of Play

The exposed cards should be accompanied at once by a clear statement as to the order in which 
cards will be played.  A simple statement saying, “I claim and will play my cards as follows: 
(saying how you play as you put down each card).

Once a claim is made, all play stops and claimer cannot pick up his/her hand.

Both Declarer and Opponents can claim.

If you agree with a claim, it is called acquiesce (from Latin, to agree).  Fold up cards and move on.

If you don’t agree, even if partner does, DO NOT EXPOSE YOUR HAND.  Call the Director.  If a 
trump is out and you did not say that you would be pulling trump in your statement of play, if there 
is a way you can lose a trick, you generally lose it.  There are a couple of exceptions – call the 
Director for any claim NOT accepted.

If you as claimer give up a trick that you can’t lose, you can’t lose it; if you as claimer say you win 
a trick that you can’t win, you can’t win it - even though you said you can.

.          .          .

The Cards – ACBL Laws clearly state that:
Each pack of cards should be thoroughly shuffled before play – a cut may be requested.  

The cards must be dealt face down, one card at a time, into four hands, preferably in 
clockwise rotation.

Each player shall count his/her cards before play.

Each player does shuffle and restore his/her original 13 cards to the board after play.

Each player must look at his/her cards before making a call.

No player should touch any cards other than his own during or after play except by 
permission of the Director.
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Hand-of-the-Month
Submitted by Ginny Johnson and edited from a David Bird hand in the LA Times.

.

N – Dealer
Vul – All

N
Q76
A8
K105

W AQ652 E
K98542 AJ10
J93 K
Q J9843
J94 S K1087

3
Q1076542
A762
3

N             E             S             W  Opening lead - Q♦    
1NT P 4♥ P`
P P

West led the queen of diamonds against South’s game in hearts.  Declarer won with the ace and 
played a trump to the ace, the king falling from East.  How do you play the contract from this point?

Suppose you cross to your hand by cashing the ace of clubs and ruff a club.  When you lay a second 
diamond, West will discard a club and dummy’s king will win.  If you play a third round of 
diamonds now you will go down.  East will win with the jack and lead a fourth round for this 
partner to ruff with the nine.  A spade to East’s ace will allow a fifth round of diamonds (or a club) 
to be led.  This will promote West’s jack of trumps into the setting trick.  

Since neither defender can play a trump (West, of course, could play a trump but should not), there 
is nothing to be lost by playing a spade at trick 3 instead.   This cuts the link between the defenders. 
It also opens a safer ruffing route back to your hand than that offered by the club suit.  When you 
regain the lead, you follow the same line as before – leading toward the diamond king, then playing 
to ruff the fourth round of diamonds.  This time the defenders will have no way to prevent 10 tricks.
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EMail Notice
Each month the club sends this Newsletter and special notices via email to all those who wish to 
receive them.   Many of the emails come back undelivered for bad addresses; these emails are 
automatically deleted from the list.  Therefore, if you are not getting the Newsletter or email notices 
and see this Newsletter elsewhere, please send your current email address to Sandra Busby at 
sandbuz@aol.com and she will add you to the list.  Newsletters are not mailed, however, a 
Newsletter is posted each month on the bulletin board. 

Kitchen
By Jane Dober

If anyone would like to join our committee,or has any suggestions please speak to any of our 
helpers or directly to me at doberbeach@yahoo.com.

Lessons and Classes

Classes by Sally Pelmear
Easybridge I - Wednesday Mornings
9:30 - 11:45 AM…No Partner Required
July 1 – Lead like you just won ‘Dancing with the Stars’
July 8 – The “Rebid” says it all.
July 15 – Sometimes you just have to set limits.
July 22 – Weak Bids make a strong statement.
July 29 – Notrump bidding for experts only.
 
Easybridge III+ – Monday Evenin  gs  
7:00 - 9:30 PM…No Partner Required
July 6 –The contract that just can’t be made.
July 13 – Tough hands to bid, easy hands to play.
July 20 – Don’t give partner a chance to run away.
July 27 – The bid for ‘when there just isn’t any other bid.’

For more information on the above classes, call Sally Pelmear at 949-855-8953 or email her at 
sallypelmear@hotmail.com.

Classes by Ginnie Blitzman
Saturdays at 11:45 AM, before the Open Game, Ginnie gives a min-lesson on conventions, play of 
the hand, ACBL regulations, etc.  Please contact Ginnie for any questions at 949-395-2402.
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Library/Lost & Found
Our books are on the bookshelves in the back corner of the bridge center (near the Lost & Found) 
and are available to all members to borrow.  All books have been donated.  If you have any 
questions, please contact LaVerne at 949-492-7692.

Mentor Program
By Ann Cressman

We will be having a special Mentor/Mentee Pot Luck luncheon and play Saturday, July 25th (this is 
a change of date).  This will conclude our very successful 2009 Mentor Program.  Everyone in the 
Program is encouraged to participate.  It will be a very pleasant afternoon and a nice social event to 
end our season.  We are very pleased with the results this year, and hope all Mentees have received 
help from our patient volunteer Mentors.  We thank you all!
 
If your Mentor is not available for July 25th, I will provide a "fill-in" Mentor, at no cost to you; we 
just want you to come.  Mentees, please contact me by phone or email to reserve and tell me which 
food you want to bring.  Pot Luck will consist of appetizers, salads, breads, and desserts. Sign-ups 
are necessary.

The 2010 Mentor Program will begin again in January.
 
Feel free to contact me anytime at anncressman@gmail.com.

                                  
Photography
Anyone that has a picture or pictures that they think would be of interest to our members, please 
email them to the Editor – ginnieb21@hotmail.com.  

Publicity
New writers for The Forum are Kathy Braeunig and Jen Porter.  Kathy is the author for July, and 
Jan will write the August article.  They will alternate throughout the year.  Both ladies are replacing 
Cathy Cram who we thank for her hard work during the past year.  

Many of our members do well in tournaments.  If you go to a tournament, please report good results 
to us so that we can publish them in this Newsletter and in the Contract Bridge Forum.
 
Did you know that the Forum can be viewed on-line before you receive it in the mail?  Check out 
www.contractbridgeforum.com/January/District22.htm.  Just change the month.

Website
Our website address is www.danaharborbridgecenter.org. Go there to get latest information and 
other helpful items. For example, the entire Player's Education Series is there along with Game 
Results, this Newsletter, Local Restaurants, Bridge Links and more.  Thanks to Peter Redwood for 
keeping this key information tool updated. 
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Persons-In-The-Know
If you have any news that you think would be of interest to the membership, please let the 
appropriate membership committee chairperson know, or you can email the Editor directly at – 
ginnieb21@hotmail.com

Board of Directors
President Dick Leach leachsctennis@cox.net
Vice President John Kissinger john.kissinger@cox.net
Treasurer Greg Hanson gfh321@yahoo.com
Secretary JacobWeisberg creativecommunications@att.net
Facilities Jim Shapiro     jimshap@cox.net
Food Service Jane Dober doberbeach@yahoo.com
Membership & Emails Sandra Busby sandbuz@aol.com

  
Chairpersons  
 Newsletter Editor &
              Calendar Ginnie Blitzman ginnieb21@hotmail.com

Member Profiles Sharon Donoff s.donoff@verizon.net
Unit Manager &
   Director Coordinator Andy De Leon adeleon461@aol.com
Members-At-Large Bob Reynolds filtrit@aol.com

Diane Velick wvelick1@cox.net
Treasury Record Backup,
    Website & Much More Peter Redwood phsr1@cox.net

     Banking Ginny Johnson lucyjon1@cox.net
Audit  Don Ellis dellis@cox.net

Joe FioRica joefio@cox.net
Ethics John Kissenger john.kissinger@cox.net

Jacob Weisberg creativecommunications@att.net
    Publications Kathy Braeunig lindall31@cox.net

Jen Porter 949-715-3178
Library Laverne Mersereau 949-492-7692
Hand-of-the-Month Ginny Johnson lucyjon1@cox.net
Rain or Shine Eugenia Corb 949-492-1316
Partnerships Fausta Vitali fausta1@cox.net

or 949-497-2370
Marcia Holland (299ers) 949-496-2073

Annual Party Susan Benon lagunacub@aol.com
Mentor Program Ann Cressman anncressman@gmail.com

Teachers
Susan Benon lagunacub@aol.com
Hal Binder halbinder@cox.net
Ginnie Blitzman ginnieb21@hotmail.com
Ann Cressman anncressman@gmail.com
Sally Pelmear sallypelmear@cox.net
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Directors
John Adams johnadams@fea.net
Ginnie Blitzman ginnieb21@hotmail.com
Scott Campbell kenton1947@yahoo.com
Andy De Leon adeleon461@aol.com
Judy Elbogen judyeo1@cox.net
Fran Foresta franforesta@verizon.net
Debbie Gailfus dobakala@sbcglobal.net
Larry Globus larryglobus@cox.net

Editor’s Disclaimer – Because items appearing in the Newsletter are received from many sources, inaccuracies can occur; every  
effort is made to minimize those occurrences.  
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