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President's Message
By Dick Leach

A few items of interest:

CHARITY GAMES - Did you know that every year ACBL donates tens of thousands of dollars to 
National charities?  Our unit also does its part, donating to Local and ACBL charities?  Beside the 
great feeling of giving, you might want to play in charity games as they can give up to 5 times the 
points of regular games.  Charity games 'pay' more than Unit or Club Championship games and, we 
have several games right here at Dana on:  Wednesday night – Swiss Teams, Friday night – open 
pairs, Saturday afternoon – open pairs, once a month Thursday afternoon Swiss Teams, and once a 
month Sunday afternoon - Swiss Teams.  The games are generally stratified which means points are 
given to A's, B's and C's.  For all our members that are after points to reach that next level, these are 
the games for you!!!! 

SUNDAY GAMES - Starting in April, all Sunday games will start at 1:00 PM. 

NEW GAMES - We now have 299er games on Tuesdays and Thursdays with 99er games on 
Wednesdays and Fridays (and one planned for Mondays – look for upcoming start date). 
Something for everyone!  I love seeing our Dana Harbor Bridge Club so full of eager players! 

PAST PRESIDENT'S DAY - On Wednesday afternoon, April 22nd we are honoring Dana's past 
Presidents.  I hope all our past Presidents can attend with a free play.  There will be special food and 
a few short words from our honorees about the highlights of their administration.  Did you know a 
few of our regulars: Ginny Johnson, Bob Kirkpatrick, Dan Glasgow, Peter Redwood, Fran Foresta, 
Don Ellis and Sandra Bernhagen are all past Presidents? 

ZERO TOLERANCE - Remember, our Club has a Zero Tolerance policy for your interaction with 
opponents, partners AND Directors.  Let's enjoy ourselves at the Dana Harbor Bridge Club with all 
our fellow players in a friendly, courteous, and respectful manner . 

SLOW PLAY - We have several members that cause the entire bridge game to slow down to a 
crawl!!!  You know who you are and if you aren't sure, just ask any of the Directors!!  A few tips on 
this: don't rehash the hands until you have a break, move quickly to the next table, get your new 
cards out and sort them, and be ready to bid when it's your turn.  Like slow golfers, bridge players 
can be penalized for slow play!! 



Membership
By Sandy Busby

Awards
(Awards are usually a month behind.)

Congratulations to those earning new ACBL rankings
.
February
Junior Master: (5 MPs)
Susan George, Maureen Morden, Jeanne Takahashi
Club Master: (20 MPs)
Michael Campbell
Sectional Master: (50 MPs)
Evalyn Earha, Lisa Hanson
Life Master: (300 MPs) 
Ardelle Wolf
Bronze Master: (500 MPs)
Richard Leach, Ardelle Wolf

New Master Point certificates have been made and are posted on the Bulletin Board; old certificates 
are in the upright plastic containers on the front counter for you to take home.

Happy Birthday – April Birthdays
J udie Adams, Margia Alvarez, Merwin Auslander, Hal Binder, Alan Cawi, Arthur Chasin, 

Jane Cheatum, Peggy Dakin, Nancy De Ainza, Martin Diament, Bobbie Fightlin. Hal Golden, 

Juan Guzman, Nancy Hayzer, Gery Houlihan, Ginny Johnson, Ron Leckie, Andree Liebel, 

Molly Murphy, Nancy Platka, William Porter, Peter Redwood, Phil Richter, Jill Ritter, Joan 

Rubel, Fred Standefer, Marian Stark, Bob Wallin, and Anne Whitaker.

Please contact Sandy Busby for any additions, etc. to our birthday lists – sandbuz@aol.com.  (Be 

sure to check the list kept on the food counter as well.)

New Members
Welcome new members:  Sanford Groves, Harold McBee, Melanie McClintock-Blau, Michael 
Reavis, and Randee Yoder.

Rain or Shine
Eugenia Corb has had surgery but is on the mend and will be coming back to play any day.  Glad 
you're doing well, Eugenia!.  

Tilak Lall was taken to the hospital in early March but we are glad to see that he has returned and 
looking better than ever.  Welcome back, Tilak!
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Mini -McKenney and Ace of Club Awards
by Dan Glaglow

On March 24th, awards were given to our Mini-McKenney and Ace of Clubs winners:

Mini-McKenney winners are:  Leslie Levine, Myrna Silverman, Gregory Hanson, Teresa McNeil, 
Jane Dober, James Senter, Steve Love, and John Winslow.

Ace of Clubs winners from left to right are: Leslie Levine, Myrna Silverman, Gregory Hanson, 
Teresa McNeil, Jane Dober, James Senter, Andy De Leon and John Winslow.
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Game Calendar
April 2009

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
9:30 Easy 
Bridge I

12:30 Open & 
99'er Games

6:30 Charity 
Swiss Teams

2
12:30 Open & 
299’er Games

3
12:30 Open & 
99’er Games

7:00 No Game

4
11:45 Free Lesson
12:30 Open Game

5 6
12:30 Open 
Game

7:00 Easy 
Bridge

7
12:30 Open & 
299’er Games

8
9:30 Easy 
Bridge I

12:30 Open & 
99'er Games

6:30 Charity 
Swiss Teams

9
12:30 Open & 
299’er Games

10
12:30 Open & 
99’er Games

7:00 No Game

11
11:45 Free Lesson
12:30 Charity Open 
Game

12 13
12:30 Open 
Game

7:00 Easy 
Bridge

14
12:30 Open & 
299’er Games

15
9:30 Easy 
Bridge I

12:30 Open & 
99'er Games

6:30 Charity 
Swiss Teams

16
12:30 Swiss 
Team Games
Open & NLM

17
12:30 Open & 
99’er Games

7:00 Charity 
Open Game
Special “Beat 
the Board” 
Game

18
11:45 Free Lesson
12:30 Charity Open 
Game
Hand Records

19
1:00 Unit 
Game

20
12:30 Open 
Game

7:00 Easy 
Bridge

21
12:30 Open & 
299’er Games

22
9:30 Easy 
Bridge I

12:30 Open & 
99'er Special 
Presidents 
Unit Game

6:30 Charity 
Swiss Teams

23
12:30 Open & 
299’er Games

24
12:30 Open & 
99’er Games

7:00 Charity 
Open Game

25
12:30 Charity Open 
Game &
GNT Semi-Finals

26
1:00 Charity 
Swiss Team 
Game
GNT Semi-
Finals

27
12:30 Open 
Game

7:00 Easy 
Bridge

28
12:30 Open & 
299’er Games

29
9:30 Easy 
Bridge I

12:30 Open & 
99'er Games

6:30 Charity 
Swiss Teams

30
12:30 Open & 
299’er Games
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Regular Daily Game Schedule

Monday 12:30 PM Open Stratified
Monday Eve. 7:00 PM Easybridge
Tuesday 12:30 PM Open & 299er Stratified Games
Wednesday Morn. 9:30 AM Easybridge
Wednesday 12:30 PM Open & 99er Stratified Games
Wednesday Eve. 6:30 PM Swiss Teams Charity Game
Thursday          12:30 PM Open & 299er Stratified Games
Thursday* 12:30 PM Open & NLM Charity Swiss Teams – 

3rd Thursday USUALLY  
Friday 12:30 PM Open & 99er Stratified Games
Friday Eve.**   7:00 PM Open Stratified Charity Game

            Saturday** 1:00PM Open Stratified Charity Game
            Sunday* 1:00PM 3rd Sunday USUALLY - Unit Game

5th Sunday – Special Unit Game
4th Sunday USUALLY – SWISS Teams
Charity Game

Notes on the Regular Daily Schedule
*Be sure to check the website for any date changes.
**These games are sometimes canceled for local tournaments. Be sure to check the website for any 
cancellations.

A light lunch is provided Monday through Friday.

Website – When you access our web address, the main page has a listing of Special Events for the 
current and next month these are not the regular daily schedule.  There are links on the page to the 
Regular Daily Schedule.
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New Items
(New Items are announcements or notes of interest not appearing in other parts of the Newsletter that will usually 
appear one time.)

Membership Rosters
Thanks to Sandy Busby and Peter Redwood, new Rosters are now available.  They are on the front 
counter.  Find a dollar bill ($1.00), stuff it into the donation box, and take home your very own 
copy.

Membership Rosters are available upon request from Peter in Word.pdf or html format.  Send your 
request to .phsr1@cox.net

Unit Game 
The special pasta/pot luck Unit game on March 29th (5th Sunday) was very successful.  We will be 
having a Special Unit Game every 5th Sunday in addition to our regular Unit game on the 3rd 

Sunday.  The next month with two unit games is May. 

GNT Semi-Finals
The Grand National Teams are held at the ACBL Summer National, which, this year, is in 
Washington, DC in August.  

GNT qualifiers have been going on for the past few months at various sites in the district, and this 
year our Club will be hosting the only District GNT Semi-Final in our area for the NLM bracket 
and bracket A (2000 - 5000).  The games will be held on Saturday and Sunday, April 25-26.  If 
you win, in addition to big masterpoints, you will be given $ toward your trip to play in DC.  

Bring your team for this KO event but be sure your entire team qualified or you will not be allowed 
to play.  Even if you don't care about GNT, this is a chance to play KO at the Club and win 
tournament points.  If you need more information, ask one of our Directors.

Beat The Board Special Game
Get ready.  Put the date aside….FRIDAY NIGHT, APRIL 17th.  Not only will it be our regular 
Friday evening Charity Game with Higher Point Awards, but it will also be a BEAT THE BOARD 
SPECIAL GAME.

On that Friday night, Board members will be playing in the game, just like you.   

One Board member pair will be the designated C pair.
One Board member pair will be the designated B pair.
One Board member pair will be the designated A pair.

If, at the end of the game, your % score beats the % score of the designated Board member pair of 
your stratum, YOU WIN A FREE PLAY worth $7.

What a combination, a Charity benefits, you can win Higher points, and, IF YOU BEAT YOUR 
STRATUM’S DESIGNATED BOARD MEMBER PAIR, YOU WIN A FREE PLAY FOR A 
FUTURE DATE.  See you there on Friday night, April 17th at 7:00 PM.
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Standing Room Only
By Jacob Weisberg

When is a sit out not a sit out?  When there’s no room to sit…and then it becomes a stand out.
That’s what we had at the club at our hugely successful game on Wednesday afternoon, March 4th.

We officially welcomed new 99er graduates with a section of their very own on Wednesdays, and 
they swelled our ranks.  We had 35 ½ tables in all; two sections in the open game and one giant 
section in the 99er of 17 ½ tables with an E/W sit out.  

When E/W came looking for table 17 to sit out, there was no table and obligingly had to stand in the 
kitchen area.  Was it a problem?  Not according to those who stood.  Was it a problem for the club? 
That’s what we need, more problems like this…

Don't Touch!
By Jacob Weisberg

Some months ago I wrote an article, “Don’t fondle the bidding box.” It brought smiles to many, 
agreement from even more folks, and even a compliment or two.   Now, people are suggesting I 
rerun that article.  Well, rather than take the easy way out, permit me to offer a variable perspective 
- somewhat based on lines from the radio show, Fibber McGee and Molly.  How many of you 
remember that show?  Do you also remember the way it started?  “Don’t touch that dial. It’s time 
for Fibber McGee and Molly.”  Well, my variation for our bridge mantra is, DON’T TOUCH THE 
BIDDING BOX TILL YOU’VE MADE UP YOUR MIND WHAT TO BID…AND THEN, 
SIMPLY BID IT.

It makes no difference what club I play at, there’s always a Director call, and sometimes more than 
one, because the person whose turn it is to bid, reaches up to the top of the bids, as if to make some 
kind of numbered bid, and then drops his/her hand and passes.  Sometimes he/she does this once, 
and then again, almost like a Times Square/Grand Central shuttle.  Wow….what a vast amount of 
unauthorized information has been given to partner.  Of course the Director is called…and there are 
rules that cover the circumstance, but, it didn’t have to be that way.  If it’s my turn to bid, it’s my 
obligation to think, decide what I want to do, and, instead of saying it out loud, I reach for that card 
in the box and display it.

It’s not very hard….it just takes DISCIPLINE.  Please note, I’m not asking for discipline in the bid 
you choose.  That’s a different story, and something for you and your partner to fight about, but, 
discipline before you even reach for the bidding box.  Can you discipline yourself to ask yourself in 
your mind, “Am I done thinking? Am I sure what bid I want to make?”  If the answer is no, then 
keep thinking….and thinking….and thinking, but eventually your thinking is done.  Again, ask 
yourself, “Am I done thinking?  Am I sure what bid I want to make?” 

Now the answer will be yes.  Reach for the bidding box with confidence and give yourself a big pat 
on the back….you did it right….and no matter how the bid turns out….you DID IT RIGHT…

So now we have two admonitions to focus on:  (1) Don’t fondle the bidding box and 2) Apply 
discipline and before you reach for the box ask yourself, “Am I done thinking?” - “Am I sure what 
bid I want to make?”
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Special Items
(Special Items will be recurring themes but may not be included in every Newsletter.)

From the Directors
Thursday, April 16th is Swiss Teams – Judy Elbogen

Points of Fact

Convention Card – you MUST have a Convention Card filled out and it must be the same as 
your Partner.  Some people are lazy and don’t ‘bother’ filling out a convention card.  ACBL 
takes the hard line that if you can’t take the time to fill out a Convention Card then you don’t 
have the time to play.  Additionally, it is just not fair to the opponents; they are entitled to 
see your Convention Card.  A Director has the right to penalize a partnership for the lack of 
a Convention Card, especially if it harms the opponents – beware!

Dummy – Dummy cannot be the first person to call attention to an irregularity (i.e., revoke) 
until the hand has been played.  If, however, the irregularity is pointed out by another player 
prior to the end of the hand, the Dummy can call the Director.  Dummy can only speak at the 
table if the Director says it is OK.

Opening Lead out of Turn – There should never be an opening lead out of turn – always lead 
face DOWN; ACBL Law requires that you do so.  This way, if you have lead incorrectly, 
you can take it back.  If you lead face up incorrectly, the Director must be called and then 
there could be restrictions and penalties.

Looking at Held Cards – ACBL Law states that looking intently at any other player during 
the auction and play  is a violation.  Additionally, looking at “another player's hand as for 
the purpose of seeing his cards or of observing the place from which he draws a card” is also 
a violation.  So, no calls please to say a person has touched a few cards (they should not be 
fiddling, true, but how would you know if you were not suppose to be looking).
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Hand-of-the-Month
Submitted by Ginny Johnson and edited from a Frank Stewart hand in the Los Angeles Times 
Syndicate.

N – Dealer
Vul – All

N
653
A1092
A8

W KQ52 E
KQJ107 9
65 8
K1095 Q76432
73 S J10986

A842
KQJ743
J
A4

N             E             S             W  Opening lead - K♠
1♣ P 1♥ 1♠
2♥ P 2♠ P
4♥ P 6♥ P
P P

Baseball season is here once again.  Nobody yanks a bridge player the way a manager yanks an 
ineffective starting pitcher, but North did need some relief after today’s deal.

South took the first spade, drew trumps, cashed the ace of diamonds, ruffed a diamond and ran all 
his trumps.  The defenders had no problem – West saved spades and East saved clubs.  South went 
down one, and North was left wishing he could go to his bullpen.

South must have been tiring in the late innings – he’d have succeeded if West had held length in 
clubs as well as in spades, but that was unlikely after West had shown up with two trumps.

South gets home by playing East for length in clubs.  After drawing trumps, South takes the ace of 
diamonds, ruffs a diamond and cashes the AKQ of clubs, discarding a spade.  He next leads 
dummy’s last club, and when East follows, South throws another spade.

East must then lead a club or a diamond, and South discards his last spade as dummy ruffs.

Commentary – Can East bid 3♦ over 2♥?  Surely this would give South the winning line-of-play. 
Would N/S have gotten to 6♥ if West jumped to 5♦?  Is 7♦X a good sacrifice?
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EMail Notice
Each month the club sends this Newsletter and special notices via email to all those who wish to 
receive them.   Many of the emails come back undelivered for bad addresses; these emails are 
automatically deleted from the list.  Therefore, if you are not getting the Newsletter or email notices 
and see this Newsletter elsewhere, please send your current email address to Sandra Busby at 
sandbuz@aol.com and she will add you to the list.  Newsletters are not mailed, however, a 
Newsletter is posted each month on the bulletin board. 

Kitchen
Please stay out of the refrigerator and cabinets unless you are authorized.  If you need to put 
anything in the refrigerator (i.e., medicine) tell an authorized kitchen helper or the Director. 
Thanks.

Lessons and Classes
Classes by Sally Pelmear

Easybridge I - Wednesday Mornings   (for beginners only)  
9:30 - 11:45 AM…No Partner Required
April 1 - Skips and Jumps… no fooling.
April 8 - Score like an expert…AND your first game. 
April 15 - Smart Overcalling…more fun.
April 22 - The Takeout Double…cheapest bid in town.
April 29 - Notrump Bidding…still looking for a major.

Easybridge III+ – Monday Evenin  gs  
7:00 - 9:30 PM…No Partner Required
April 6 –The Positively Wonderful Double
April 13 – Common Sense Doubles
April 20– Overcalls You Can’t Miss
April 27 – Overcalls You Could Miss

For more information on the above classes, call Sally Pelmear at 949-855-8953 or email her at 
sallypelmear@hotmail.com.

Classes by Susan Benon
Susan is starting a class on Thursday mornings at 9:30 AM from April 16th to May 28th.  She will be 
addressing such topics as:  New Minor Forcing, One No Trump Forcing, Reverses, Fourth Suit 
Forcing, Inverted Minors, and Splinter bids.  You may take any or all but you must decide at sign 
up.  Each class is $10.  There will be pre-arraged boards and hand-outs.  For more information and 
to sign up, please call Susan at 489-2136.  

Classes by Ginnie Blitzman
Saturdays at 11:45 AM, before the Open Game, Ginnie gives a min-lesson on conventions, play of 
the hand, ACBL regulations, etc.  At the 4th Saturday Game there are hand records so you can 
analyze what you did right/wrong.  Please contact Ginnie for any questions at 949-395-2402.
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Library
DHBC has bridge books to borrow.  LaVerne Mersereau, our librarian, has taken the time to sort 
through, cull and arrange our bridge books.  The books are on the bookshelves in the back corner of 
the bridge center (near the Lost & Found) and are available to all members to borrow.  All books 
have been donated.  If you would like to borrow or donate a book, please contact LaVerne at 
949-492-7692.

Mentor Program
By Ann Cressman

The Mentor Program is underway now and everyone seems to be doing well.  I have received many 
good reports.  Please keep it up, enjoy playing with new players at different levels, learn something 
from your Mentor, and continue to experience new results.  Mentors, we appreciate your patience 
and guidance.
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me at 
anncressman@gmail.com.
                                      

Photography
Anyone that has a picture or pictures that they think would be of interest to our members, please 
email them to the Editor – ginnieb21@hotmail.com.  

Publicity
For any accomplishment you have achieved during the past month, please contact Cathy Cram at 
cathycram@comline.com.  She will be happy to put your name up in lights in the Contract Bridge 
Forum.  This newspaper is a District 22 publication with information about all clubs in District 22.

Many of our members do well in tournaments.  If you go to a tournament, please report good results 
to us so that we can publish them in this Newsletter and in the Contract Bridge Forum.
 
Did you know that the Forum can be viewed on-line before you receive it in the mail?  Check out 
www.contractbridgeforum.com/January/District22.htm.  Just change the month.

Help!
Cathy has been doing this Publicity function for a while and would like someone else to take it 
over.  If you can take on this project, please contact Sandy Busby at sandbuz@aol.com. 

Website
Our website address is www.danaharborbridgecenter.org. Go there to get latest information and 
other helpful items. For example, the entire Player's Education Series is there along with Game 
Results, this Newsletter, Local Restaurants, Bridge Links and more.  Thanks to Peter Redwood for 
keeping this key information tool updated. 
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Persons-In-The-Know
If you have any news that you think would be of interest to the membership, please let the 
appropriate membership committee chairperson know, or you can email the Editor directly at – 
ginnieb21@hotmail.com

Board of Directors
President Dick Leach leachsctennis@cox.net
Vice President John Kissinger john.kissinger@cox.net
Treasurer Ron Rudderow rrlaguna@cox.net
Secretary JacobWeisberg creativecommunications@att.net
Facilities Jim Shapiro     jimshap@cox.net
Food Service Jane Dober doberbeach@yahoo.com
Membership & Emails Sandra Busby sandbuz@aol.com

  
Chairpersons  
 Newsletter Editor &
              Calendar Ginnie Blitzman ginnieb21@hotmail.com

Member Profiles Sharon Donoff s.donoff@verizon.net
Unit Manager &
   Director Coordinator Andy De Leon adeleon461@aol.com
Members-At-Large Bob Reynolds filtrit@aol.com

Diane Velick wvelick1@cox.net
Treasury Record Backup,
    Website & Much More Peter Redwood phsr1@cox.net
Asst. Treasurer Greg Hanson gfh321@yahoo.com

     Banking Ginny Johnson lucyjon1@cox.net
Audit  Don Ellis dellis@cox.net

Joe FioRica joefio@cox.net
Ethics John Kissenger john.kissinger@cox.net

Jacob Weisberg creativecommunications@att.net
    Publications Cathy Cram cathycram@comline.com 

Library Laverne Mersereau 949-492-7692
Hand-of-the-Month Ginny Johnson lucyjon1@cox.net
Rain or Shine Eugenia Corb 949-492-1316
Partnerships Fausta Vitali fausta1@cox.net

or 949-497-2370
Ann Rolbn (299ers) 949-633-3317 

or 949-240-5891
Annual Party Susan Benon lagunacub@aol.com
Mentor Program Ann Cressman anncressman@gmail.com

Teachers
Susan Benon lagunacub@aol.com
Hal Binder halbinder@cox.netG
Ginnie Blitzman ginnieb21@hotmail.com
Ann Cressman anncressman@gmail.com
Sally Pelmear sallypelmear@cox.net
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Directors
John Adams johnadams@fea.net
Ginnie Blitzman ginnieb21@hotmail.com
Scott Campbell kenton1947@yahoo.com
Andy De Leon adeleon461@aol.com
Judy Elbogen judyeo1@cox.net
Fran Foresta franforesta@verizon.net
Debbie Gailfus dobakala@sbcglobal.net
Larry Globus larryglobus@cox.net

Editor’s Disclaimer – Because items appearing in the Newsletter are received from many sources, inaccuracies can occur; every  
effort is made to minimize those occurrences.  
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